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MINUTES 
GREEN BAY PLAN COMMISSION 

Monday, October 23, 2017 
City Hall, Room 604 

6:00 p.m. 
 
**For more detailed information regarding the meeting, please see the meeting video on 
our website at http://greenbaywi.gov/event/plan-commission-meeting-104/ and follow the 
time stamp listed on each item. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tim Gilbert – Chair, Sid Bremer – Vice-Chair, Ald. David Nennig, Lisa 
Hanson, Randall Petrouske and Jerry Wiezbiskie 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Jacob Miller 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Cheryl Renier-Wigg, Paul Neumeyer, Ald. Bill Galvin, Dan Goben, Kristie 
Goben, Margaret Reiffers, Dennis Vanden Avond, Bobbie Lison, Mike Dockry, Mark Grasse, 
and Bill Meindl  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Approval of the minutes from the October 9, 2017, Plan Commission meeting. (0:01:01) 
 
A motion was made by J. Wiezbiskie and seconded by S. Bremer to approve the minutes from 
the October 9, 2017, Plan Commission meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
1. (CPA 17-03) Public Hearing on the request to amend the City of Green Bay Smart Growth 

2022 Comprehensive Plan by amending the future land use map (figure 18-1) for 
properties located from 1335 thru 1369 East Mason Street and 526 South Baird Street 
from Medium Intensity Retail Office Housing (MIROH) to Commercial (C), submitted by 
Dan Roarty, Dimension IV, on behalf of Dan Goben, Goben Cars. (Ald. B. Galvin, District 
4) (0:01:20) 

 
T. Gilbert stated this hearing has been properly posted and public notification has been properly 
published in the Green Bay Press Gazette. He explained the rules and regulations for the public 
hearing. The public hearing was then opened. 
 
P. Neumeyer presented a brief overview of the Comprehensive Plan amendment request to 
change the future land use in the 1300 Block of East Mason. Staff did include the properties of 
1369 East Mason and 526 S. Baird to square off the block. Information provided included the 
properties involved, location of the properties, mix of land uses, surrounding properties and the 
zoning change from MIROH to Commercial to allow for a dealership lot to be added. 
 
A discussion ensued for clarification of the request for the future land use of the Comprehensive 
Plan.  
 
Dan Goben – Dan Goben Cars: D. Goben presented to Commissioners the site plan for the 
project. He informed Commissioners they are proposing to expand an existing lot. Detailed 
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information included greenspace, entrances into the lot, lighting for the lot, and no outdoor 
intercom system.  
 
D. Goben was asked if he was going to keep the property at East Mason and Bellevue Street. 
He stated yes. He was also asked why he wanted to expand this location and not the Bellevue 
Street location. D. Goben stated that the Bellevue Street location is a very small lot and the 
other location has more room. He stated he had offered to purchase property around him on 
Bellevue and East Mason, but the properties are not for sale at this time.  
 
Kristie Goben – Milwaukee, WI: K. Goben stated she is a Board member of the District 48 
Milwaukee Business Improvement District and supports the request. 
 
Margaret Reiffers – 1350 E. Mason Street:  M. Reiffers is a resident in the area and lives directly 
across the property. She is supporting the request and feels it will clean up the area.  
 
Dennis Vanden Avond – 2156 Cumberland Drive: He is the property owner of 1360 E. Mason 
Street. He stated he has sold property to D. Goben and that he has improved the property 
already. He is supporting the request because it cleans up the area and produces tax revenue 
for the City. 
 
Bobbie Lison – 1247 Lawe Street: B. Lison stated she is from the Astor East Neighborhood 
Association. She informed Commissioners that the Astor East Neighborhood Association 
opposes the change. She read to Commissioners responses from the neighborhood after 
posting the site plan for the project on Facebook. Her other concern was traffic congestion in the 
area. She would like to see additional housing in the area and that Commercial zoning is not a 
good fit for the neighborhood. 
 
Mike Dockry – 1402 Rushmore Circle, De Pere: M. Dockery stated he is the real estate broker 
working with the property. He proceeded to talk about traffic, entrances into the lot, the site plan, 
an improvement to the neighborhood, mixed use zoning, the American Flag, and the fact that 
the property has been vacant for 11 years. 
 
Mark Grasse – 2239 Lakeside Place:  M. Grasse did not wish to speak. 
 
Ald. Bill Galvin – District 4, City of Green Bay: Ald. B. Galvin stated he has received several 
calls against the project. He stated his concerns are the run down properties and nothing being 
done to maintain them. He stated he would like to see the properties torn down and turned into 
greenspace until there is development. However, the property has been vacant and nothing has 
been happening and that also needs to be taken into consideration. He stated there is an old 
carriage factory on the property and doesn’t know if it’s a historic property and should be 
checked into before moving forward. He is not in favor of the development, but does want to see 
some development in the near future. 
 
T. Gilbert then asked three (3) times if anyone wished to speak at the public hearing. No one 
else wished to speak. T. Gilbert then closed the hearing. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
2. Request of Ald. Tom De Wane to discuss with possible action the sidewalk ordinance. 

Recommendation:  Receive and place on file. (0:35:53) 
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A motion was made by J. Wiezbiskie and seconded by L. Hanson to receive and place on file a 
request of Ald. Tom De Wane to discuss with possible action the sidewalk ordinance.   
 
Ald. D. Nennig stated that he did speak with Ald. T. De Wane and that he will be bringing 
information to the Plan Commission in the future after speaking to fellow Alderpersons.  
 
Motion carried.  
 
J. Wiezbiskie wanted it noted that he would like for Ald. T. De Wane to contact Commissioners 
regarding the request rather than bringing it back to a Plan Commission meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
3. (CPA 17-03) Consideration with possible action on the request to amend the City of Green 

Bay Smart Growth 2022 Comprehensive Plan by amending the future land use map 
(figure 18-1) for properties located from 1335 thru 1369 East Mason Street and 526 South 
Baird Street from Medium Intensity Retail Office Housing (MIROH) to Commercial (C), 
submitted by Dan Roarty, Dimension IV, on behalf of Dan Goben, Goben Cars. (Ald. B. 
Galvin, District 4) (0:37:11) 

 
P. Neumeyer presented to Commissioners the staff report and recommendation for the request. 
Approval of the request would facilitate the future development of a used car dealership. There 
was a previous request in 2013, from Krist Oil, to amend the Comprehensive Plan to 
commercial as well as a proposed convenience store/gas station. However, the request was not 
approved by the Plan Commission or Common Council.  Staff feels the current proposal to a 
commercial land use does not provide an appropriate transition to the residential properties to 
the north.  In addition, the proposal does not represent the highest and best long-term use for 
the subject area.  Potentially historic properties were identified at 1335, 1357 and the rear of 
1337 East Mason Street. 
 
C. Renier-Wigg informed Commissioners that the “blue” houses are in an abeyance agreement 
with the City of Green Bay and is pending.  If the development does not go through, the City will 
go back to the owners and enforce the orders that are in place. The houses will not remain in 
the condition they are in now.  
 
A discussion continued between staff and Commissioners regarding the condition of the “blue” 
houses, Bellin properties, mixed land uses, the Comprehensive Plan and greenspace. 
 
R. Petrouske expressed his opinion and concerns regarding the request. 
 
S. Bremer asked P. Neumeyer to clarify what was meant by “the proposed use doesn’t create 
an anchor to the block face that only has one structure”. P. Neumeyer did clarify and went 
through the information. A discussion continued regarding an anchor for the block.  
 
J. Wiezbiskie shared his opinions regarding the project and the neighborhood and is in support 
of the request. 
 
L. Hanson asked P. Neumeyer what is allowed in a mixed use district. P. Neumeyer stated it’s 
the blending of residential and commercial uses together.  
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A motion was made by Ald. D. Nennig and seconded by S. Bremer to open the floor for public 
comments. Motion carried. 
 
D. Goben addressed concerns that people had talked about during the public hearing. 
Information addressed included lighting, traffic concerns, businesses in the area, the historic 
properties, and anchor building. 
 
A conversation ensued between Commissioners and D. Goben. Information discussed included 
lighting, his employees and the neighborhood meeting. 
 
Kristie Goben – K. Goben reiterated the fact that the property has been vacant for 11 years.  
 
Margaret Reiffers – M. Reiffers reiterated she is in favor of the request and wants to see the 
project move forward. 
 
Bobbie Lison – B. Lison expressed her opinion regarding D. Goben’s comments about her 
neighborhood. She said she would rather see additional housing built than a car lot.  
 
Mike Dockry – M. Dockry spoke briefly regarding the Krist Oil request and why it failed at this 
location.  
 
Mark Grasse – M. Grasse stated he is an employee of D. Goben’s. He is in favor of the request 
and believes the request will fit nicely into the neighborhood. 
 
S. Bremer asked B. Mendel if he knew anything about the brick structures of the historical 
buildings on the project properties. 
 
Bill Meindl – 125 W. Mission Road: B. Meindl stated that he has walked the site and looked at 
the structures and questioned if the HPC has been brought in to discuss these structures. S. 
Bremer did state the information they knew regarding the buildings. B. Meindl stated the 
architecture is what stands out on the buildings. He also stated the buildings are in disrepair, but 
have seen buildings like this revived.  
 
Ald. B. Galvin reiterated and expressed that he is not supporting the request based on feed-
back from the neighborhood. He then asked if D. Goben’s plan is best for the City at this time or 
is better development coming along and when.  
 
T. Gilbert returned the meeting to regular order of business. 
 
A discussion ensued between Commissioners and staff.  Commissioners/Staff members Ald. D. 
Nennig, L. Hanson, C. Renier-Wigg, J. Wiezbiskie and T. Gilbert expressed in detail their 
opinion regarding the request and who does/does not support the request. The main concern is 
that changing zoning could potentially bring undesirable businesses into the area and the 
neighborhood deserves better than getting just a parking lot.  
 
A motion was made by T. Gilbert and seconded by Ald. D. Nennig to deny amending the City of 
Green Bay Smart Growth 2022 Comprehensive Plan by amending the future land use map for 
properties located from 1335 thru 1369 East Mason Street and 526 South Baird Street from 
Medium Intensity Retail Office Housing (MIROH) to Commercial (C). (Noes: T. Gilbert, Ald. D. 
Nennig, and S. Bremer) (Ayes: J. Wiezbiskie, L. Hanson, and R. Petrouske)  
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Tied vote 3-3, motion fails. 
 
INFORMATIONAL: 
 
OTHER: 
Director’s Update on Council Actions. (1:42:16) 
There was no report at this time. 
 
SUBMITTED PETITIONS:  (for informational purposes only) 
 
A motion was made by S. Bremer and seconded by L. Hanson to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 


